
2013-2015 BLF-EBCLC 25th ANNIVERSARY POSTGRADUATE FELLOWSHIP 

Description of EBCLC Practice Areas 

The East Bay Community Law Center (EBCLC) provides high-quality training and supervision 
to law students and first-rate legal services to low-income clients in Alameda County. A staff 
that includes nearly 20 lawyers and more than 100 law students under their supervision provide 
free legal services to over 5,000 clients annually. EBCLC also engages in ground-up policy work 
through various strategies that include litigation, legislative advocacy and technical support for 
community education and organizing. 

Following is the current description of EBCLC clinics, including the role students play in each 
practice area.  Proposals for the BLF-EBCLC special 25th Anniversary fellowship should include 
a description of how law student interns would be incorporated into the proposed two-year 
project. Questions can also be directed to: blf.ebclc.grants@gmail.com. Answers will be posted 
at www.ebclc.org/postgraduatefellowships.  

BLF and EBCLC will hold two informational sessions to answer process and substantive 
questions regarding the fellowship, Wednesdays, January 9th and 16th, 2013.  

 

1.  Clean Slate Clinic  

Directed by Eliza Hersh (Berkeley ’05), the Clean Slate Clinic provides assistance to people 
seeking to “expunge” (legally dismiss) prior convictions. In collaboration with the courts, the 
District Attorney, the Public Defender, and community-based organizations, the clinic fosters 
reentry and reduces recidivism by helping clients overcome barriers to employment, housing, 
education and civic participation. Students staff weekly self-help clinics, represent formerly 
incarcerated clients in Superior Court and work on local, state and national reentry efforts. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Pathways to Employment (limited criminal/civil litigation/admin) – Provide 
representation and policy advocacy for clients seeking successful reentry into the 
workforce following a law enforcement record by enforcing employment and consumer 
rights and clearing paths to greater opportunity and restorative reentry.  

2.  Green-Collar Communities Clinic (GC3) 

 The Green-Collar Communities Clinic (GC3) assists sustainable, worker-owned businesses 
in low-income neighborhoods. For start-up ventures, students conduct community-based 
education workshops and staff monthly walk-in clinics. For worker-owned businesses, students 
represent clients on a range of legal issues to encourage the creation of green jobs and new 
wealth in low-income communities of color. Under the supervision of Executive Director Tirien 
Steinbach (Berkeley ’99), Skadden Fellow Sushil Jacob (Berkeley ’11) directs the clinic. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Cooperative Home Ownership Fellow (transactional; w/Housing Clinic) - Organizing 
and developing limited equity housing cooperatives in the East Bay with an emphasis on 
converting multi-family rental property in foreclosure into resident-owned and controlled 
housing cooperatives.   
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3.  Health Law Clinic 

 Directed by Sheila Hall (Berkeley ’84), the Health Law Clinic is a multidisciplinary practice 
addressing the complex health-related legal needs of low-income people living with HIV and 
families with children living in poverty. Through a medical-legal partnership with Children’s 
Hospital and a site-based project in under-resourced middle schools, students represent clients in 
administrative settings to secure disability and healthcare benefits, and they assist clients in a 
wide range of legal matters including housing, estate planning, family law and debt relief. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Transition-to-Adulthood Fellow (SSI and Special Education) - Advocating for youth 
with learning, behavioral or other disabilities who are approaching age 18 to ensure that 
they make a successful transition to a productive adulthood.  SSI advocacy would  ensure 
that youth continue to qualify for SSI benefits as adults, and special education advocacy 
would ensure that those youth who have not yet graduated take advantage of regulations 
allowing for continued special education services until graduation or age 22. 

 

 Transgender Women and HIV Fellow (Health/Immigration/Clean Slate) – 
Advocating for HIV-positive transgender women, many of whom are undocumented and 
at risk of deportation due to criminalization of sex work. Advocacy will be provided on 
site at an East Bay HIV clinic that specializes in treatment of transgender women.  The 
fellow will work with the Immigration Practice to help clients adjust their status and 
avoid deportation to home countries where they face the threat of persecution based on 
sexual identity, with the Health Practice to ensure access to available public income and 
health benefits, and with the Clean Slate Practice to overcome hurdles presented by 
criminal histories. 

4.  Housing Law Clinic 

 Directed by Laura Lane (Berkeley ’96), the Housing Law Clinic is a litigation practice 
designed to protect and promote safe, adequate and affordable housing for low-income tenants. 
Students represent clients in civil eviction proceedings in Superior Court and administrative 
matters under local rent control ordinances. Students staff a self-help clinic, conduct tenant 
education workshops and bring affirmative lawsuits to enforce housing laws and to ensure that 
bank owners of foreclosed rental properties comply with local eviction ordinances. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Fair Housing Fellow (litigation) - Fair housing litigation focused on discrimination 
based on disability, race, ethnicity, gender, country of origin, etc.  

5.  Immigration Law Clinic 

 Directed by Linda Tam (Berkeley ’00), the Immigration Law Clinic helps immigrants 
regularize their legal status, come out of the shadows, and gain access to vital medical care and 
treatment. Students represent clients before the Immigration Court and Asylum Office and 
prepare a wide variety of immigration applications, including claims for political asylum, U 
visas, adjustment of status, naturalization and Violence Against Women Act petitions.  
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Fellowship project idea:  

 Immigrant Youth Fellow (litigation) – Coordinate clinics and represent applicants for 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) and delinquent abandoned, neglected, 
and abused youth with Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) applications.   

 

6.  Neighborhood Justice Clinic  

Directed by Elisa Della-Piana (Berkeley ’03), the Neighborhood Justice Clinic is a low-
barrier practice that includes Consumer Law and Citation Defense Projects. Students provide 
legal information, education and advocacy to clients on a variety of legal issues (e.g., debt relief, 
probate, small claims and citation defense); engage in a full range of litigation procedures, 
including propounding discovery, drafting motions and developing case strategies; and 
participate on local and regional policy initiatives on behalf of low-income and homeless clients. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Consumer Protection (litigation and policy; w/Housing Clinic) - Address the impact of 
eviction reporting by consumer credit agencies which prevents low-income households 
from securing rental housing.   

7. Policy Advocacy Clinic  

Under the supervision of Faculty Director Jeff Selbin (Harvard ’89), students in the Policy 
Advocacy Clinic pursue projects serving the systemic needs of underrepresented individuals and 
groups on problems identified in EBCLC’s direct service clinics. Projects include initiatives at 
the local, state and federal level, and policy methods include data collection, research and 
analysis, legislative drafting, negotiation and lobbying, administrative rulemaking, amicus briefs, 
coalition building, and public education and media campaigns. 

 
Fellowship project idea:  

 Healthy Homes (legislative and policy advocacy): Conduct legislative advocacy 
campaigns to implement health care reform and increase affordable housing choices for 
low-income Californians. 

8. Welfare Law Clinic 

Directed by Ed Barnes (NYU ’77), the Welfare Law Clinic works at the intersection of some 
of today’s most challenging issues, including race, gender, disability, immigration, reproductive 
rights, income inequality, and employment. Students advocate for people who, without welfare 
benefits, would have no income at all. Students negotiate, draft declarations, prepare legal briefs, 
perform direct and cross examinations of witnesses at hearings, and engage in local and state 
policy advocacy. 

Fellowship project idea:  

 Welfare to Work that Works (admin law/civil litigation/local, state, & federal policy): 
Improve employment and/or education services and opportunities to welfare recipients by 
providing direct representation and policy advocacy for effective welfare-to-work 
program practices. 
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9. Youth Defender Clinic 

Under the direction of Kate Weisburd (Columbia ’05), the Youth Defender Clinic works to end 
the school-to-prison pipeline. In partnership with EBCLC’s Clean Slate Clinic and the Alameda 
County Public Defender’s Office, students provide holistic defense representation to youth in the 
juvenile justice system, which includes assisting them in delinquency proceedings and related 
civil proceedings, such as school expulsion, special education, housing, immigration, criminal 
record sealing, public benefits and other matters handled in EBCLC’s other clinics.  

Fellowship project idea:  

 School Justice Fellow (criminal defense and school advocacy w/ YDC and Health) -- 
Represent young people in criminal cases that involve allegations arising at or near 
schools, advocate for young people in special education and disciplinary proceedings, 
and develop strategies for coordinated representation between school and delinquency 
proceedings.   
 


