2020 NEWSLETTER
BLF Welcomes Post-Graduate Fellow Chloe Cotton
Chloe Cotton has launched her fellowship project: “Equal
Representation of Alaska Natives in Reapportionment.”
Chloe is working at the Native American Rights Fund
(NARF) to ensure that Alaska Native and Native American
tribes are fully and fairly represented in redistricting. She
will be based out of NARF’s Anchorage office and primarily
focused on serving Alaska Native communities.
Alaska Natives have endured decades of discrimination in
nearly every aspect of cultural, political, and social life; they
are currently underrepresented in the state legislature as a
result of discrimination in prior redistricting processes. This
project seeks to correct that underrepresentation, by
ensuring that Alaska’s 2021 redistricting process and the
maps that it produces are not discriminatory. Chloe will
design a legal education and advocacy initiative for tribes
about their participation in the redistricting process, work
with tribal members to develop maps that fairly represent Alaska Natives, and challenge any
legal or constitutional violations found in the maps created by the Redistricting Board. Chloe will
also serve tribes in other states through education, advocacy, and redistricting litigation.
Chloe is a born-and-raised Alaskan. She is a 2020 graduate of Harvard Law School and Harvard
Kennedy School, with a joint degree in law and public policy. During graduate school, Chloe
interned with the Campaign Legal Center and the Center for Secure and Modern Elections. She
served as an Editor of the Harvard Law Review and was on the boards of the HLS Alliance for
Reproductive Justice and the Women’s Law Association. Before law school, she worked at the
Denali Commission and for U.S. Senator Mark Begich. Chloe received her undergraduate degree
from Claremont McKenna College, majoring in Philosophy, Politics & Economics, and wrote her
thesis on the Voting Rights Act and redistricting in Alaska.

Update from 2019 Fellow Ismaail Qayim:

Ismaail had a successful year of community organizing and advocacy with his “Eastside-Westside
Community Empowerment and Economic Development Initiative” in Charlotte, NC. Ismaail
worked with the community to fight developer-backed rezoning, prevent evictions, respond to
the pandemic, and support and expand community housing organizations. We are excited to
learn Ismaail has been awarded the Charlotte Equity Fellowship to continue his work!

New Broussard Phoenix Fellows Arrive at Berkeley Law
BLF is proud to announce our new Broussard Phoenix
Fellows, who entered Berkeley Law this fall with the
Class of 2023. BLF’s Broussard Phoenix Fellowship
provides tuition support to outstanding students of
Color who are committed to social justice work.
Forogh Bashizada was born in Kabul, Afghanistan. She and her family
lived under the Taliban until immigrating as refugees to Washington
state. Forogh graduated summa cum laude and two years early with a
double major in Political Science and English and a minor in Law,
Societies, and Justice from the University of Washington. At graduation
she was awarded the President’s Medal, an honor bestowed to only two
graduating seniors with the most distinguished academic records who
were at the top of their class. Due to her family history and lived
experiences Forogh is passionate about advocating for marginalized
populations. Forogh has regularly volunteered with refugee
communities, focusing especially on protecting women’s rights. She was
a CourtWatch Monitor with the King County Sexual Assault Resource
Center where she witnessed and wrote detailed reports on cases of sexual assault, domestic
violence, human trafficking and child abuse. Forogh also taught and provided ELL support to
newly arrived refugee/immigrant high school students to enhance their language and
educational skills and bridge the gap in lack of access and resources. As Forogh enters law school,
she hopes to continue to serve and empower underrepresented members of society who are
oppressed and silenced.
Lucero Cordova was born and raised in the southside of Santa Fe,
NM. Growing up in a low-income, primarily Latinx neighborhood,
Lucero witnessed firsthand the disparities in education, health
outcomes, and access to resources faced by people of color. In 2016,
after graduating, Lucero and her 9-month-old son moved to
Georgetown, TX, where she completed her first two years of
undergraduate education. Lucero then transferred to the University
of Denver (DU) where she completed her studies and graduated
with a bachelors in Sociology with a minor in political science. While
at DU, Lucero worked as a legal assistant at a small immigration
firm, and interned and volunteered at Casa de Paz, a nonprofit
that helps people newly released from detention find their way home. Lucero also participated
in research focused on health outcomes and holistic medicine. Lucero maintained a 4.0 GPA at
DU, and she won the 2020 William H. Key Award for Outstanding Work in applied sociology.
As she enters Berkeley Law, Lucero hopes to continue her work with immigrant communities.
She is dedicated to bringing to the forefront the voices of marginalized individuals, and to
helping dismantle the hierarchy on language that prevents many low-income communities from
truly understanding the law.

