
 

 

  
   

 
 

BLF Welcomes Post-Graduate Fellow Victoria Sun  

2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

At Pangea Legal Services, Victoria Sun will advocate for 
criminalized immigrants with disabilities in San Mateo 
County, California through legal representation, collective 
action, and the creation of model post-conviction relief 
resources.  
 

Criminal convictions can lead to severe consequences for 
immigrants, such as detention and deportation. Immigrants 
with disabilities are at high risk of accepting a plea deal 
without understanding the immigration consequences. 
Fortunately, California law provides a vehicle to vacate 
such a conviction, though the major obstacle is access to 
representation. San Mateo County is an outlier in the Bay  
 

 
Update from 2021 Fellow Luz Joana Peraza Lizarraga: 
BLF’s 2021 fellow Joana had a successful and busy year serving DACA-age immigrants in the 
Central Valley. She worked on 70 consultations, 32 DACA renewals, 28 naturalization applications, 
3 DACA advance parole applications, 2 green card renewals, 1 asylum adjustment of status, 5 
VAWA applications, 6 U-Visa applications, 5 family petitions, 3 advanced parole applications, and 1 
T-Visa. In addition, Joana advocated for changes to administrative rules governing DACA policy, 
partnered with the California Department of Social Services to obtain funds for application fees, 
supervised law students from UC Davis’ Immigration Law Clinic, and gave DACA and Know Your 
Rights presentations. Joana will continue the work she began during her fellowship with CRLA 
Foundation. Congratulations to Joana on her advocacy and accomplishments! 

Area because unlike other counties, it does not have a public defender office, and there are very 
limited post-conviction relief services available.  
 

This project will expand existing access to post-conviction relief in San Mateo County. Victoria will 
provide full-scope post-conviction relief and deportation defense services, as well as develop legal 
resources and provide technical assistance to attorneys seeking post-conviction relief for immigrants 
with disabilities in California.  
 

Victoria is a queer Chinese American and grew up in the Bay Area. She graduated from Berkeley 
Law in 2022, and went to law school specifically to become a deportation defense attorney in the 
Bay Area. During law school, Victoria interned with Pangea, Brooklyn Defenders, Contra Costa 
Public Defender, and the East Bay Community Law Center. Prior to law school, Victoria worked at a 
private immigration firm in San Francisco. 
 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Ramirez Torres (left) was born in Mexico and raised in Phoenix, 
where she attended Arizona State University. As a DACA recipient and 
first-generation student, obtaining a higher education hasn't always been 
easy and Karen is incredibly grateful to be able to attend Berkeley Law 
and for all the people and resources that have helped make that possible. 
She hopes to use her legal education to help serve communities in need, 
specifically in education law. 

2022 Broussard Phoenix Fellows Arrive at Berkeley Law 
BLF is proud to welcome this year’s Broussard Phoenix 
Fellows. BLF’s Broussard Phoenix Fellowship provides 
tuition support to outstanding students of color who 
are committed to social justice work. 

 
Dominick Williams (right) is a political and social change agent who grew 
up in South Sacramento. After graduating from UC Berkeley, he worked in 
the California Assembly as a Legislative Aide focusing on issues such as 
higher education and police reform. Now, Dominick attends Berkeley Law 
school to learn the language of the law and gain skills to uproot and reform 
our oppressive institutions. 

Jaime Floyd (she/her) (left) is from 
Sacramento, California. She is interested in 
the intersection between interpersonal 
violence and incarceration, hopes to use the 
law as a tool to work towards eliminating 
both private and public violence within her 
communities. 

Lucia Lopez (right) graduated from Stanford University with a Master’s in 
Latin American Studies and a Bachelor’s in History and Spanish. Her honors 
thesis focused on the history of energy development in Latin America and 
identifying legal frameworks to promote equitable energy innovation. She 
was involved in the Haas Center for Public Service’s academic and summer 
programs. After graduating, she researched energy mega projects in Mexico 
and worked as a compliance specialist in the nonprofit sector. As she enters 
Berkeley Law, she hopes to continue working with low-income communities. 

Anan Hafez (right) is a first-generation, Arab-American law student at 
Berkeley Law. He is especially interested in the intersection of technology 
and law and is inspired by his experiences as a Muslim-American to 
discover ways tech can empower civil rights advocacy and reform. 


